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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CENTRAL OREGON COUNCIL ON AGING AWARDED FOSTER GRANDPARENTING PROGRAM GRANT

Bend, OR (February 24,  2010) –  The Central Oregon Council On Aging (COCOA) was recently awarded a $124,530 federal grant to support the senior volunteer service program of Foster Grandparent Program in Deschutes, Crook, Jefferson and Wasco counties. The grant, awarded by the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS), funds this outstanding senior volunteer service program for people 55+ and offers stipends to seniors to help mentor and increase literacy of school aged children in the community. 


“We are very proud to have been awarded this generous grant,” states Pamela Norr, Central Oregon Council On Aging. “It offers us the chance to partner with seniors to increase literacy and provide mentoring to kids in our community.”  A natural fit with the existing RSVP Program COCOA already sponsors, the funding of this Foster Grandparent Program will enable COCOA to continue to reach out to seniors in the community to keep them active, and independent. “Seniors who participate will not only receive the benefit of being involved, helping kids and the satisfaction of helping the future generation benefit from their guidance and wisdom, the grant will also fund small stipends for the seniors. It’s a winning situation for everyone,” continues Norr. 

The Foster Grandparent Program has been in the community for several years, but directed out of Wasco County. “Bringing it to COCOA ensures a representation of the four counties and the ability to further meet the needs of our community,” states Norr. The program will have approximately 30 senior volunteers volunteering with students in the four counties, and will be overseen by a part-time funded position. Questions about the program, or Central Oregon Council on Aging should be directed to 541.548.8817. 

###
Central Oregon Council On Aging (COCOA)  is a 501(c) 3 organization dedicated to promoting dignity, well-being, security and independence for Central Oregon seniors and serves as the designated Area Agency on Aging. COCOA has been in Central Oregon for 35 years and annually serves over 75,000 meals on wheels, 65,000 congregate meals, coordinates 16,000 hours of in-home care and fields 85,000 information and assistance calls to over 25,000 seniors and gratefully acknowledges the dedication of 700 volunteers and 23 employees. 

