FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

        Contact: 
Pamela Norr, Executive Officer









Central Oregon Council On Aging (COCOA)









pnorr@councilonaging.org 









541.548.8817

STATE BUDGET SHORTFALL ELMINATES OREGON PROJECT INDEPENDENCE TO AREA SENIORS

July 6, 2010 – Redmond, OR – The State of Oregon is projecting a budget shortfall for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2010 and the Governor has directed state agencies to reduce general fund budgets by 9% across the board. Because of this cut the state Department of Human Services has eliminated the funding for Oregon Project Independence (OPI). In-home services clients in the OPI program in Central Oregon will cease to receive services as of July 16 due to lack of funding for the OPI program. Central Oregon Council on Aging, administrator of OPI locally, will allow our case managers time to transition and refer clients to other services before the close of the program August 1.

OPI funds Central Oregon Council On Aging’s ability to provide valuable case management and in-home services to our communities’ most frail seniors and allows them to stay in their homes, instead of the more costly care in nursing homes or higher level of care.

“We have provided this service in our community since it’s inception in 1975 and have taken care of seniors in their homes safely and to help them remain independent with dignity. The elimination of this service will likely represent a higher level cost to the state to care for these seniors. We feel this elimination was short sighted and very unfortunate as it will likely end up costing the state even more,” states Pamela Norr, Executive Officer with Central Oregon Council On Aging (COCOA).   

As required, COCOA has notified all clients and our contracted partners under the OPI service. During July, Central Oregon Council On Aging case managers will work diligently to assist affected seniors by providing referrals to other services. 

“We are very saddened by this elimination of OPI by the State due to budget cuts, and we would like our seniors and their families to know we will do everything we can to transition and refer them to other services as possible,” continues Norr. 

For more information, please contact Central Oregon Council On Aging at 541.548.8817. 
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